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Mission Statement: We the members 

of  the SJMBC, exist for the purpose 

of bringing Godôs lost children to sal-

vation, and exalting the Lord through 

our Worship and our works to edify 

and equip The saints in His Word. 

Useful Contact Information: 

Phone: (580) 357-3542 

Fax: (580) 248-1001 

Push Pay...pushpay.com/g/

sjmbclawton 

YouTubeé mediateamsjmbc/streams 

Sunday School 9:30am -10:30am 

Worship Service 10:45am 

Wed. Teen Bible Study 5:00 -5:45pm 

Wednesday Prayer 5:30pm 

Wednesday Bible Study 6:00pm 

W.O.W 3rd Wed. Monthly Mid-Week 

Church Service 6:00 pm 

 

E-mail  Addresses: 

Pastor: 

pastor.sjmbclawton@gmail.com 

Administrative Secretary: 

secretary.sjmbclawton@gmail.com 

Finance Secretary: 

Finance.sjmbclawton@gmail.com 

SJMBC Herald Newsletter: 

sjmbcherald@gmail.com 

 

USPS-Mail Address: 

St. Johnôs Missionary Baptist Church 

1504 SW N.H. Jones Avenue 

P.O. Box 2625 

Pastors Pen Pastors Pen 

Rev. Davison A. Virgil 
Senior Pastor 

Increasing Our Reach (Matthew 22:37-39 KJV) 
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Unleashing the Untapped Power of the Holy Spirit 
So, he answered and said to me: ñThis is the word of the LORD to 

Zerubbabel: óNot by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,ô says the 
LORD of hosts. Zechariah 4:6  

 
  As believers, we often find ourselves trying to navigate life's challeng-
es on our own strength, relying on our own might and power. I remem-
ber, as a young boy in the Boy Scouts, my dad helping me build a boat. I 
noticed that if I tried pushing it with my power, the sailboat would only 
go so far. However, when I put a sail on it and let the wind blow, it went 
farther and longer. That was a greater power. The Bible teaches us that 
there's a greater source of power available to us - the Holy Spirit. In 
Zechariah 4:6, we're reminded that "Not by might nor by power, but by 
My Spirit," says the Lord of hosts. This scripture isn't just a nice phrase; 
it's a game-changer. 
  The Holy Spirit is often an untapped source of power that's available to 
all believers. We tend to treat it as a last resort, something to turn to 
when we've exhausted our own efforts. But what if we made it our first 
choice? What if we relied on the Holy Spirit's power from the outset, 
rather than struggling on our own?  
  The truth is, we're not meant to navigate life alone. The Holy Spirit is 
our Comforter, our Counselor, and our Source of strength. When we tap 
into His power, we access a reservoir of wisdom, guidance, and peace 
that's beyond our own understanding.  
  Think about it: when Zerubbabel was tasked with rebuilding the tem-
ple, he didn't rely on his own strength or human alliances. He relied on 
the Lord's Spirit. And that's exactly what we need to do: rely on the Ho-
ly Spirit to guide, empower, and lead us in all we do. As a church fami-
ly, St. Johnôs must rely on the Holy Spirit for everything. Each ministry 
must acknowledge and depend on Him to fulfill its mission.  
  So why do we often treat the Holy Spirit as an afterthought? Maybe it's 
because we're not familiar with His workings, or maybe we're afraid to 
surrender control. But the Bible is clear: the Holy Spirit is our greatest 
asset, our secret weapon, and our ticket to living a life that's beyond our 
own capabilities.  
  Imagine what could happen if we tapped into the Holy Spirit's power 
from the start. We'd experience greater joy, deeper peace, and a sense of 
unwavering purpose. We'd be empowered to live boldly, speak truthful-
ly, and walk in confidence, knowing that the Spirit of God is with us. 



 

 

 

 

Staff MembersΥ 
Sister Dorothy Hoggatt 
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Sister Taikeria Copeland  

Sister Darlene Streeter 
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Visit us on YouTube.com/

@mediateamsjmbc/streams. Tithes and 

offerings can be dropped off at the 

church, mailed, or by using the church 

Push Pay Website: https//pushpay.com/g/

sjmbclawton. Text GIVE to 877-582-

4924 or Text SJMBC Lawton to 877-582

-4924. If you are currently on the Heralds 

mailing list and would like to receive the 

Herald digitally, send your name and e-

mail address to sjmbcherald@gmail.com 

or mail your request to St.Johnôs Herald, 

Attn: Editors, P.O. Box 2625, Lawton, 

OK. 73502. 
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The views expressed by the authors/

originators of materials in this publication 

are not necessarily those of SJMBC of 

Lawton, OK. Please address any errors 

noted in this newsletter to The St. Johnôs 

Herald, Attn: Editor, P.O. Box 2625, Law-

ton, OK 73502 or e-mail to sjmbcher-

ald@gmail.com 

Notice to Our Readers 

 

In This Issue of 

SJMBC of Lawton Herald 

Published Monthly 

Editors: 

Brother LeBron Copeland (Editor) 
Brother Ian Copeland (Asst. In Tng.) 
Brother Thomas Hoggatt (Editing Mgr.) 

Womenôs History Month 
SJMBC Highlighting Women of Faith 

  The public celebration of womenôs history in this country began in 1978 
as ñWomenôs History Weekò in Sonoma County, California. The week, 
including March 8, International Womenôs Day, was selected. In 1981, 
Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-Utah) and Rep. Barbara Mikulski (D-Md.) co-
sponsored a joint Congressional resolution proclaiming National Wom-
enôs History Week. In 1987, Congress expanded the celebration to a 
month, and March was declared Womenôs History Month.   
  We at SJMBC celebrate our Sisters in Christ year-round. They gracious-
ly serve without reserve. We are proud of our Sisters and their diligence, 
and we do so on behalf of Pastor Davison A. Virgil, our Church, and the 
Lawton-Fort Sill community. We recognize the importance of their efforts 
and devotion in all that they do. They are successful women in various 
fields, including politics, science, arts, and business, who have inspired 
and validated other women. Sisters of SJMBC, we SALUTE you.  

Continued on page 5 
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Do you know this monthôs 

SJMBC mystery Family? 

 άTeach us to number our days   

that we may gain a heart of wis-

domò ( Psalm 90:12 KJV) 

Februaryôs mystery family         

was the Sanchez Family 

Ian Copeland 
Rueben Lamar 
Annette Murff 
Mae Penick 

ñShe was created in the image 

of God! How can anyone dare 

slander the vessel that bears 

such noble imprint? And if any

- one says that it was a woman, 

Eve, who caused manôs fall 

from Paradise, I would say that 

man gained more through 

Mary than he lost through 

Eve.ò- Christine de Pizan  

wΦLΣtΦ 

Powerful Women in the Bible 
 As parents of sons and grandsons, my wife 
and I have had no shortage of finding re-
sources and examples of strong men in the 
Bible to share with our sons. There is an 
abundance of information about men. We 
also have daughters and granddaughters as 
well. During one of our Sunday family din-
ners, my oldest granddaughter, Malika age 
6, asked, ñGranddaddy, why is it that all 
yaôll talk about are the men in the Bible?ò   

 I had never relished the thought, but wom-
en are often mentioned as supporting a manôs moment, yet the examples of 
strong women in the Bible are more than worthy of their own spotlight. I 
promised Malika that I would teach her about strong women in and out of 
the Bible and write an article for the Month of Women in March. 
 Malika was right to question. It shows she has been listening and absorb-
ing. It is up to us to teach and portray women as equally influential, grace-
ful, and powerful Christians, keeping their stories relevant in conversa-
tions about leaders, both in and out of the Bible. Below are just a few of 
those women in the Bible. 
  In Genesis 29-30 (ESV), Leah found strength through heartache and re-
jection. Her husband never wanted to marry her and devoted years to mar-
rying her sister! God saw Leahôs situation and favored her son, Judah, as 
the line from which our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, would be brought 
forth. God continued to show His favor to Leah and bless her with many 
children. Leahôs story reminds us that even when others discount us and 
try to make us feel unworthy or invaluable, God is the ultimate Redeemer 
who restores our hope in lifeôs circumstances through Him. 
  Jochebed in (Exodus 1-2). The story of Moses begins in Exodus 2 and is 
among the earliest accounts from the Bible introduced to young Christians. 
But before Moses could take a step, his mother, Jochebed, set him adrift 
on a river of water and hope. While her name is often left out of the story 
of Moses, Jochebed is a strong woman in the Bible. As a young mother, 
she was terrified that her baby would be killed at Pharaohôs command. On-
ly divine hope could have led her to a moment that would cement Mosesô 
legacy. Pharaohôs daughter permitted Jochebed to nurse Moses, granting 
her more time to bond with and care for her infant son. Jochebed surren-
dered her son to an unknown array of possibilities, but God wove her story 
into Moses's life, who would one day, under Godôs command, lead their 
people from oppression. 
  In Judges 4 (ESV), Deborah served as an influential judge in Israel be-
fore a formal kingship was established. She used her leadership to unite 
and bring about peace that lasted for 40 years. In a climate where she was 
clearly in the minority, Deborah was respected far and wide for her com-
munication and visionary leadership. These skills enabled her to leverage 
her strong influence for good. 
  In Esther 7-8 (ESV), Esther used her position with courage and boldness. 
An orphaned girl who grew into a woman of such unique beauty that King 
Xerxes selected her as his wife, Esther used her attractiveness and influ-
ence with the king to protect the family lineage of Jesus Christ. The book 
Esther illustrates the humble beginnings of this future queen who would 
become a rule changer. In Esther 7 and 8, Esther models herself not only 
as an empathetic and courageous queen but also as a leader committed to 
the safety and protection of her people, the Jews. Continued on Page 4 
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Please keep the following families in prayer: Condo-

lences to the Jackson, Branch & Shegog Families; 

Prayer for Sis. S. Rivera, Sis. Bailey Harris, Sis. E. 

Elliott, Sis. M. Thomas, Sis. D. Hill, Bro. J. Brown, 

Sis. M. Bowen, Deacon R. Cole, Bro. V. Campbell, 

Sis. L. Pierce, Sis. R. Rouse, Bro. J. Williams,  Bro. 

H. Williams, Sis. D. Persinger, Sis. L. Drummond, 

Sis. V. Sawyer, and Bro. H. & Sis. S. Williams. 

         Quotes 

Continued from 3   Powerful Women in the Bible  

 In Luke 1-2 ESV, Mary's strength can take the form of complete sur-
render, as we see in Mary, one of the strongest women of the Bible. 
The mother of Jesus demonstrated strength beyond measure by choos-
ing obedience in the face of the unknown. From the birth of her Son to 
seeing Him crucified, Maryôs devotion to Jesus never wavered, mak-
ing her one of the strongest examples in the Bible. 
  My Sisters, you too can be that example of a strong Christian wom-

an. The Bible says in Nehemiah 8:10 (ESV), ñGo your way. Eat the fat 

and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing 

ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the 

joy of the Lord is your strength.ò What you do and how you do it mat-

ter to God. When you are weak in your doing, God is a strong and pre-

sent help, the strength that enables you not simply to survive but to 

thrive!  At times, I know we can forget to thrive instead of just surviv-

ing; it especially happens when we are knee-deep in the trenches of 

work or caring for our immediate families, or our sick or disabled 

loved ones. We can become weary even while doing what is good and 

expected. But let me encourage you, my sisters, to remember that the 

private and collective time spent with our Lord brings peace and resto-

ration. When you lay your burdens at the feet of our Father, your yoke 

is made light. -SJMBC Herald L.C. 

"You donôt have to have it all to-

gether. God uses our broken pieces 

to create something beautiful." - 

LeBron Copeland 

"God didnôt call you to be perfect, 

He called you to be faithful.ò-

LeBron Copeland 

"When you feel like giving up, re-

member why you started."- LeBron 

Copeland 

ñTrust God, even when the path 
seems unclear. Heôs got a map you 
canôt see yet." - LeBron Copeland 

"Godôs plans for you are bigger 

than your current fears and doubts." 

-LeBron Copeland 

"Faith is not about waiting for the 

storm to pass, itôs about learning to 

dance in the rain." -LeBron 

Copeland 

"The more you trust God, the more 
youôll see His hand at work in your 
life.ò -LeBron Copeland 

"Sometimes, the best thing you can 
do is let God lead, even if you donôt 
know the way.ò - LeBron Copeland 

"You are a daughter of the King. 

Live like it." - LeBron Copeland 

SJMBC extends this invitation for you to come and 

be a part of our church family where you feel that 

you belong. For you are valued by the Lord and He 

has a purpose for you, He's placed within you spe-

cial gifts, that He longs for you to use. And we, at 

SJMBC, would love to see you grow within your 

gifts, for then we all can receive a blessing with 

what God's blessed you with. Pictured above is Sis-

ter Shell Rodgers, pictured below is Sister Brandy 

Robinson. 

Recent Members 

ñFor as in one body we have many members, and 

the members do not all have the same function, so 

we, though many, are one body in Christ, and indi-

vidually members one of another.ò ïRomans 12:4-

5 ESV  

https://estherpress.com/the-courage-of-mary/
https://www.dailyeffectiveprayer.org/gods-perfect-timing-quotes/
https://www.dailyeffectiveprayer.org/quotes-about-trusting-god/
https://www.dailyeffectiveprayer.org/prayers-for-letting-go/
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The women of SJMBC believe and know that their salvation is the result of what Jesus did on the cross and 
that their lives are committed to Him. They have a deep, abiding, unwavering trust in God through the good 
and bad times. They know God is the author and finisher of their lives. In light of this, their lives are built on 
the purpose that God has called them to fulfill. The way they choose to live doesnôt make sense to everyone. 
Thatôs because they live by faith, and emulate their walk with Christ. -SJMBC Herald L.C.  



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A+19-21&version=NIV







